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Enclosed are five (5) copies of an ex parte presentation in the above-referenced
proceeding.

v~:rrs,

\~.
RustYMerC~

Vice President, Public Policy and Government Affairs

#553834 vI

No. of Copies rac'd 0 1-if
UstABCOE

Chamber Di\isions: Communication & Events. Member Services.. Public Policv & Government Affairs. Small Business

Community Programs: Institute for Healing Racism. Leadership Grand Rapids. Neighborhood Business Specialists Program. Silent Observer

III Pearl Street N\\' . Grand Rapids. MI 49503-2831 .1616) 771·0300 . Fax (616) 771·0318. W\\ow.grandrapids.org



OR\G'NAL
EX Pt\RTE OR LATE FILED

..,.,
()

J:::> :n0
I:: ms: :::0

2! N C;;
r- ~ rn
::0 -f'-.) <0 c::>

0 c::> m
~ 0

April 18, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
\Vashington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a business person and a citizen, I am vaiting to you to express my concern over the alarming
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes. under a IO number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 yea~s may fmd the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Gr~nd Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs,

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,

Sincerely,

Muhammad Ali

MNds

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI49503-2831



eeland.......
harter

~...
ownship

April 17,2001

Chainnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-O 1-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

6582 Byron Road

Zeeland, Michigan 49464

Phone (616) 772-6701
FAX (616) 772-1857

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing you to express my concern over the alarn1ing
rate at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the
Michigan Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
number conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been
added with at least three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the
area that I live in and do business. The ~ichigan Public Service Commission is currently
considering an all services overlay for our 6 I6 area as a means of relief.

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whither through a geographic split or
an overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the
overlay the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available
area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If
additional numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the
cost to businesses nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take
action to reduce the rate of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number
dialing plans. .

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation
mechanisms could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the
year 2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where



knowledge doubles in 18 to 24 months, an additional 47 years may find the use of
numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that
you grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical
Areas (MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through
1,000 block number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed
national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area
must be in jeopardy, have a remaining Ii fespan of at least one year and that the numbering
plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your
criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public
Services Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation
techniques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to
you or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

~
.jl;)

I ,I

( I ~
Gordo J. Ellens, ervisor
Zeeland Charter Township

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-2831



April 19, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, J am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which j\·1ichigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this Gocket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four are& codes have been added with at least
1hree marc in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that 1 live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of reli ef

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It 'is impoltant to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications L'sers Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completdy exhausted by 2007. rf additional
l1ul1:bers arc added to the dialing plan 10 create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative tllat the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialir.g plans to allcast the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years ,may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.
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Chairman ?v1ichael Powell
Federal Comnllmications Commission
Apnl 19,2001
Page 2

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroj[ M~tropolitan Staiistical Areas
(:Y1SA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial rou.'1d of proposed national number pooling.

Undc:- your cri teria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in j eopcu-dy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meers your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement !1tlITlber conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in lmnecessary costs.

Thaak you [or your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to conlact n:e d:rectly.

Sincerely,

Michael F. Sabbe
Di rector of Fim1 Administration

Cc: ;vIr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street N\V
Gra.nd Rapids M149503-2831

~~ BEENE GARTER LlP
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April 18, 2001 i

I
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Commu1nications Commission
445 12~~ Street. pW
Washington, oq 20554

I

Re' FIle Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
e.C Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200
I

De;;r Chairman powell'
i

As a township $upervisor and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rate at' which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support
the Michigan P~blic Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
number conserVG:tion measures. In Michigan. since 1994 four area codes have been added
wIth at least thrde more in Ileed of ielief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I
live in a./d do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all
services averlayifor OiJr 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether trrough a geographic split or an
ove~lay) :5 costly to bLlsinesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay
the least attractive opt:on for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution
will cost busines$es capital needed to expar;1d and create jobs.

!
A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Commitee stated that the available area
codes. under a 10 number dialing plan. could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers arc added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers. the cost to bUSinesses
nationally CCL:ld teach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take acticn to reduce the rate
cf area code exh1austion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The sar.1e study also shows that ~he proper implementation of r~mber conseNation
mechanisms Co~rd extend the life of the current 1C number dialing plans to at least the year
2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our current worid. where knowledge
doubles in 18 ~o 24 mont"1s. ar additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for
lelecommunicaticns obsolete.

I
I

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you grant
it delegated authprity fo~ the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) so
as to extend th~ life of existing and newly created area codes through 1, DGO brock number
dlstnbution ar,d qarticipation rn the initial round of prcposed national number pooling.

Un~er your crjte~fa for such delegated authority yCl.!. spp.cify th:at the numbering plan area must
be In Jeopardy. hlave a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numoering plan area

I
I

I
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IS In one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility. I

I

Therefore.'the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's ~etition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars \n unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, pleas~ do not hesitate to contact me directly

I
Sincerely,

/o~:
Jo Kelly
Supervisor

cc: !

Mr Rusty Merchant
Vice President I

Public Policy &Government
Grand Rapids Ar~a Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street ~W
Grand Rapids MI:49503-2831

APR-19-2001 1::27 16168992937 9f%



~0' Cascade Engineering

April 12,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 I i h Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for I I or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for .the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

5141 36th Street, S.E. • Grand Rapids • MI • 49512 • Phone: (616) 975-4800

www.cascadeng.com
Fax: (616) 949-4114



Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Fre P. Keller
Chairman / CEO

cc: Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831



Yonder Broek ROOFING, INC.
ROOFING AND SHEET METAL CONTRACTORS

April 11,2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michi2an)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

1550 Taylor, N. E.• P. O. Box 2332

Grand Rapids. Michigan 49501

Phone: (616) 363-3885

Fax: (616) 363-5470

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is



in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Cordially, 0
f!!:</t-~
, John C. Zant

President

JCZ/jt

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 11, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Connnunications Connnission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement number
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Connnission is cUlTently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and ~reate jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Connnittee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC take action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaUStion and the necessity ror i i or 12 number dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service· Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in t~e initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Building Since 1891



April 11,2001
Page 2

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in Ulmecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

~L~ -r-"/d'!7
Thomas M. Healy, P.E.
President

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831

Building Since 1891
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April 18,2001

Chairman Michael Pov,:ell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12:11 Street, SW
\Vashington, DC 20554

356D BUSCH DRIVE
GRANDVILLE, MI49J\1(j
~H. 616-538-3759
FAX,616-538·3798

ISO 9002 Certified

11873 BELDEN COUAT
LIVONiA, ~f 4Bl50
PH: 734-513·7400
FAX.: 734-513·79-,0

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-Ol-36 (Michigan}
CC Docket ~os. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chainnan Powell:

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to eX;:"'ess my concern over the alarming rate
at which Mic~igan area codes are exhausting available numbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement munber
conservation measures. In Michiga.'1, since 1994, four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief One of the codes (616) encompasses the area in which I live and do
business. T:1e Michigan Public Service Commission is C'J.:Tently considering aJ.1 all services
overl ay for our 615 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. It' is important to note that any area code solution will
COSt businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
m:mbers arc added to the dialing plan to create mo:-e available nurnbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billion. It is imperative that the FCC takes action to reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or : 2 number dialing plans.

The same STudy also shows that tbe proper implementation of munber conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing plans to at least the year 2048 CL'1d possibly
2.S far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where kr.owledge doubles in J8 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use ofnumbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The ~ichjgar;. Public Se~ice Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant tt delegated authorIty for the Grand Rapids and Det::-oit Me':ropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) s~ a~ to extend the life of existing and nc\\:)y created area codes through 1,000 block
number dlstn bUlon and participation in the initial rOWld of proposed national number pooling.

APR-19-20121 1@:.<8
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority, you specifY that the munbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a re:naining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one or the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Corn..lllunications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation rechniques that vr.ill save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Tha.'1k you for your considera:ion of this matter. 1fT can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Allan Wilde
PTesident

cc:
Mr. Rusty ~1crchant

Vice President
Public Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
III Pe"-Il Street )J'W
Grand Rapids NIl 49503-2831

AP~-13-20C:l 10:;::9
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Distinctive Machine Corporation
35203 Mile Road NW. Ste A Grand Rapids. MI. 49544

Tilepnone (616) 791·6767

Tuesday, April 17.2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12'" Street, SW
Washington. DC 20554

email distind@wml.net FAX (616) 791-4822

Re: File Nos. NSO-l.-OI-36 (Michigan)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99·200

Dear Chairman Powell:

As an eltecutive and a citilen. I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate at which Michigan an:a codes are
exhausting available number' and tu support the Michigan public Service Commission's Petition in this dockrt for authority to
implement number ('ons~r,,;\rion mea~ures. In Michigan. since [994 four area codes have been added with at least three more in need
of relief. One of the code- «,16) encompasses the area that I live in and do business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is
currently considering an all '>ervic~s overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aU'lm!. th~ ~(Jllilloll ll!lll'" area codes (whether through a geographic split or an overlay) is costly to businesses and their
cmployees. The added conhl\lon makes the overlay the least artr3l:tive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any area
code solution will cost busil1e~ses needed capitaJ to expand and create jobs.

A repon to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area codes, under 8 10 number dialing plan,
could be completely exhausted tl} :W07. If additional numbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost
to businesses national I} cou It! reach $150 billion. It is imperative thaI the FCC take action to reduce the rale of art8 code ex.haustion
and the nece,sHy for II lit 11 numher dialing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms could extend the life oCthe c~nt 10
number dialing plans to at leaq tht: year 2048 and possibly as far into the future as 2097. In our CUJTent world, where knowledge
doubles In 181024 IlW/llh" ,PI duJitional47 years may find the use of numbers for telecummunications obsolC'le.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed 8 Petition in this docket asking that you grant it delegated authority for the Grand
Rapid~ and Ddroil Mdrllprtl il:lll Sid! Isti<.:al Areas (MSA) so as to extend thc life of existing and newly created area codes through
1.000 block number distriou!lon and participation in the initial round of proposed national number pooling.

Under) our criteria for 'lJch dclc.-£ote'd authority you specify that the numbering plan area must be in jeopardy, have a remaining
lifespan of at leasl one yedr dnd that the numbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA '5. The Grand Rapids MSA currtntly meets
your criterion for eligibil ity. .

!herefore. rhe Federal Cllnlnlun/lall(ln~Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services Commission's Petition so that j[ may
Implement numbt"r const:n·.11 IPn lechn iques that will save mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.
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Thank you for your consid~rallon of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance 10 you or your staff. please do not hesitate to
contact me directly.

Sincerely.

~~
Gary Berkenpas
Vice President DiStinctive Machine Corporation

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
Vice President Public Policy & Government
GraIld Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
I I I P~arl Street N W
Grand Rapids MI 49503·283 I
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5600 SEECt-< TREE LANE
CALEDONIA. MI 49316·0050
(616) 942·3000

April 18, 2001

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: File Nos. NSD-L-01-36 fMicm2an)
CC Docket Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Dear Chairman Powell:

MAILING AO::>RES$

PO. BOX 24.50
GRANO RAPIDS, MI ~9S0'·24S0

As an executive and a citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the alarming rate
at which Michigan area codes are exhausting available nwnbers and to support the Michigan
Public Service Commission's Petition in this docket for authority to implement nwnber
conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been added with at least
three more in need of relief. One of the codes (616) encompasses the area that I live in and do
business. The Michigan Public Service Commission is currently considering an all services
overlay for our 616 area as a means of relief

As you are aware, the addition of new area codes (whether through a geographic split or an
overlay) is costly to businesses and their employees. The added confusion makes the overlay the
least attractive option for area code relief. Ii is important to note that any area code solution will
cost businesses needed capital to expand and create jobs.

A report to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users Committee stated that the available area
codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If additional
nwnbers are added to the dialing plan to create more available numbers, the cost to businesses
nationally could reach $150 billioIL It is imperative that the FCC take action 10 reduce the rate
of area code exhaustion and the necessity for I I or 12 number dial ing plans.

The same study also shows that the proper implementation of number conservation mechanisms
could extend the life of the current 10 number dialing pLans to at least the year 2048 and possibly
as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge doubles in 18 to 24
months, an additional 47 years may find the use of numbers for telecommunications obsolete.

The Michigan Public Service Commission has filed a Petition in this docket asking that you
grant it delegated authority for the Grand Rapids and Detroit Metropolitan Statistical Areas
(MSA) so as to extend the life of existing and newly created area codes through 1,000 block
number distribution and participation in the initial round of proposed national nwnber pooling.
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Under your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering plan area must
be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at least one year and that the numbering plan area is
in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets your criterion for
eligibility.

Therefore, the Federal Communications Commission should grant the Michigan Public Services
Commission's Petition so that it may implement number conservation techniques that will save
mine and other businesses millions of dollars in unnecessary costs.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. If I can be of additional assistance to you or
your staff, please do not hesitate to contac~ me directly.

Sincerely,

Geri Castleman
Assistant VP - TeleconuTItmicarions

cc:
Mr. Rusty Merchant
V ice President
Pub:ic Policy & Government
Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce
111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids MI 49503-2831
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April 18,2001

Chairman Michuel Pow!::ll
Fedcr(lJ Communications Commission
445 1t h Strc~t, SW
Washington, D.C, 20554

Re: File N~s, NSD-L-O 1-.10 (Michigan)
CC Dockt:t Nos. 96-98 and 99-200

Denr Chairman Powell:

As an exet:Utivc and u citizen, I am writing to you to express my concern over the
alarming rale at which Michigan aIt~u codes arc exhausting available nllmbers and to ~upporr the
Michigan Pllblic Service Commis,sion's Petition in this docket for authority to implement
numher conservation measures. In Michigan, since 1994 four area codes have been ~dded with
<It le~st three more in need of relief. One of th~ (;odes (616) encompasses the area thaL ) live in
find do husinc~~. The Michigan Public Service Commission is (;urrently considering an all
services ova!ay for Olll" 616 area as a means ofre::Jief

As you are aware, lhe addition of new mea codes (whether Lhrough a geographic
split or an overloy) is costly to businesses and their employecs. The addcd confusion makes the
overluy the least attractive option for area code relief. It is important to note that any an~a code
solulion will cosl husinesses needed capitallO expand and create jobs.

1\ repon to the Ad Hoc Telecommunications Users C(Jmmittee stated that the
avoilablc area codes, under a 10 number dialing plan, could be completely exhausted by 2007. If
additional numbers arc added to the dialing plan to <.:reate marc available numbers, the co~t to
hllsinesses nationally could reat:h $150 billion. It is impt.'Tali ve that the FCC take action to
reduce the rate of mea code exhaustion and the necessity for 11 or 12 number dialing plans.

The ::ianlC study also shows that the proper implementation of number
conservution mechanisms c.:ould extend the life of the (;urrent 10 number dialing plans to at least
lhe year 204~ and p()ssihly as far into the future as 2097. In our current world, where knowledge
drlllhlcs in l R tn 24 months, an .tdditional 47 yenr~ may lind the usc or numbers for
telecommunications obsolete.

TilL: Michigan Puhlic Service Commission has filed a Pdition in this docket
asl-:ing t!lllr yOLI grant it delegated authority for the Grund 1<!lpiJs and Detroit Metropolitan
Statistical Ar~as (\1SA) so as ro extend the lill:- or c:xisting Dnd newly cre.:ltcd an~a codes through
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1,000 blo(,;k number distribution and participation In the initiul round of proposed national
number pool ing.

Um.kr your criteria for such delegated authority you specify that the numbering
plan area must be in jeopardy, have a remaining lifespan of at I~ast one year and that the
numbering plan area is in one of the largest MSA's. The Grand Rapids MSA currently meets
your criterion for eligibility.

Therefore, lh~ Feder,a! Communications Commission should grant the Michigan
Public Servic~s Commission's Petition so thut it may implement number conservation techniques
that will s~ve mine and other businesses millions of' dollars in unneceSS<lrY costs.

Thank you for your consideration or thi s mailer. If I can be of additional
assistance to you or your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.

Very

-AVVC nee R. Duthie..

Irk
cc; Mr. Rusty Merchant

Vice President
Public Policy & Governm\:nL
errand Rapids Arc.~a Chamber of Commerce
III Pt:arl Str~\:l. K W.
Grand Rapids. Michigan 49503
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